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Nebraska Children's Commission
Young Adult Voluntary Serices and Support Committee

Minutes November 5, 2013
1:30 PM - 4:30 PM

Lincoln Community Foundation buildingr 5th Floor Conference Room
215 Centennial Mall South, Lincoln, NE

Call to Order: Mary Jo Pankoke called the meeting to order at 1:37pm due to technical set up

Introductions
Mary Jo Pankoke welcomed everyone including Shannon Brower (Jim Casey of Opportunrty), and
Margaret Flynn-Khan (Mainstream Consulting) to the third meeting of the Young Adult Voluntary
Services and Support committee (YA Committee). Mary Jo thanked the group for their attendance and
continuous work then informed the group that they were operating under the Open Meetings Act (which
was posted on the wall), stating that public comments were welcomed and allowed at the end of the
meeting. The meeting was then turned over to Margaret as she facilitated the review of
recommendations.

Members Present: Mary Jo Pankoke, Sarah Helvey, Doug Lenz,Mary Fraser Meints, Amy Peters,
Jennifer Skala Nathan Busch, Vicky Weisz, Amy Williams, Elisabeth Hurst, James Bowers, Leesa
Sorensen, Mary Kate Gulick, Amy West, and Jennifer Potterf.

Members Adobe Connect: Corrie Edwards, Brandy Gustoff, Jill Schubauer, Jan Fitts.

Members Absent: Jodie Austin, Janteice Holston, Sararose Luichinger, Richard Mazikani, Lana
Verbrigghe, Judge Douglas Johnson, Augusta Kamara, Senator Kate Bolz, and Ronda Newman.

Meeting Purpose: To review the 2nd round of recommendations from the six work groups so they would
be ready to present at the November 19ft Commission Meeting.

Meeting Approvals:
1) November 5,2013 Agenda: Mary moved, Sarah seconded, all in favor,0 oppose.
2) July 31,2013 Minutes: Mary moved, Sarah seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.
3) September 3,2013 Minutes: Jan moved, Doug seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.

Review TimelineAlext Steps
1) November lg,2Ol3 - present 2'd recommendations to the Children's Commission.
2\ December 15,2Ol3 - submit 2od recommendations to Healthy Human Services Committee of the

legislature, the governor, and DHHS.
3) December 2014 - Advisory Committee required to submit next report.

a) From planning to implementation, Statue requires Advisory Committee to continue and
meet bi-annually.

b) Mary Jo suggests the Advisory Committee meet more frequently during l't year of
implementation.

c) Meeting will be held with Co-Leads to determine the role of the workgroups during
implementation.

Meeting Handouts
l) 2nd Round I't Draft Recommendations
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a) Additions to the I't draft of the 2nd recommendations are highlighted.
b) Deletions to the l't draft of the 2nd recommendations are red strike lines.

2) Bridge to Independence Cross-Cutting Issue
3) ? (from Amy West)

POLICY, ELrGrBrLrTY, AtlD TRANSITTON WORr(GROUP
Presenters: Nathan Busch, Amy Williams

Section I Former Ward and Juvenile Probation
o No changes have been made to the first round of recommendations.
o Section I, items A - D are all new recommendations.
o The Department has made decisions that are in conflict with some of the recommendations.

Presenters asked the group to review, then offer feedback on whether to modiff the
recommendations to better reflect Health and Human Services decisions on the Former Ward
Program or to keep the recommendations as they are.

o Under the Statue, funding for Former Ward shifts to Bridges to Independence on January 1,2014.
o Implementation of Bridges 60 days after notice is received of the approval of the 4E Amendment

could happen anytime within the next 2 months.
l) Example: Notice received January 1't, implementation begins March l't for Bridge to

lndependence.
2) If the young adult is a 3,{ and Former Ward as of December 3l't, the young adult will

continue to receive Former Ward benefits until implementation of Bridges, March l't.
When implementation begins, the young adult will be grandfathered into the Bridges
program.

3) If the young adult is a 38 or OJS, and not eligible for the Bridge program yet receiving
benefits from the Former Ward program, on December 31't the young adult will continue
receiving Former Ward benefits until no longer eligible, i.e. age out.

o Issue: If the Former Ward program ends in December, and Bridge to lndependence begins in
March. That leaves a potential "Gap" of no program to support approximately l7 young adults
who may age out during the "Gap" time period. Options for funding to help support these young
adults are to work with private partners and alternative programs to help ensure that the young
adults who age out will continue to receive support until they are able to enter into the Bridge
program.

o It was mentioned that the Case Oversight Workgroup was also concerned about "the gap" thus
added Section VI-A to their recommendations.

o After further discussion, Jenny moved, Sarah seconded, roll call vote, motion carried to approve
section I:A-D under Policy, Eligibility, and Transition 2nd round l't draft recommendations and
remove recommendation VI-A from the Case Oversignt 2"d round lu draft recommendations to
section I -E under Policy, Eligibility, and Transition into the Program and add the following
language so that recommendation E read as follows: If the department does not maintain the
Former Ward program to address the gap for young adults who age out after January ft 2014
but prior to when the Bridge Program begins, funding (either former ward, LB 216 or other
general child welfare funding) should be used to give young adults who age out in this period
access to Former ll/ard beneJits.

Section II Initial Communication and Transition for Former Ward YA
Presenter: Mary Gulick
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No drastic changes made. Paragraph D was deleted.

Section III Communication and Transition for Foster Care (16-19)
o During the yearly family team meetings for young adults l6-19 years of age, foster care

caseworkers have been requested to discuss the Bridge to Independence Program.
o A planning team meeting with the foster care worker, young adult with an invited adult, and the

Independence Coordinator will act as the official transition from foster care to Bridge to
Independence.

o For the young adults that are ineligible to enter the program upon aging out of foster care will
receive notifications required by the bill. Also, Bridge to Independence will be discussed in the
meeting they have scheduled with their caseworker 90 days prior to their court hearing.

Section VI Communication to YA Who Become Inelisible for the nroqram after narticipatins
o Previously the young adults who become ineligible for the program after participating were asked

to take part in a re-enrollment workshop. Instead of having a separate workshop, the young adult
will meet with their caseworker/independence coordinator to determine next steps to make re-
eligible.

o After further discussion, the group decided to modiff VI-B: In addition to a court hearing, see
Case Ovenight sectiott There should be an in person exit meeting., and add VI-D: Young
adults should hove the opportunigt to request an ertension of the 30 day grace period between
becoming ineligible and end of services.

o Margaret asked for a move to vote on policy recommendations II through VI. Sarah moved,
Jennifer seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.

CASE MANAGEMENT, SUPPORTIVE SERVICES, AND HOUSING
Presenters: Mary Meints, Jennifer Potterf

Section II Recruitment. Selection. Trainins and Support of Staffand Sunerrisors
o IC will be identified 3-6 months prior to the transition to allow a time for relationships between

the young adult and supporters get established.
o Would like to allow the young adult to have the option to ask that the foster care worker stay

involved.
o The independence coordinator should not have to change if the young adult moves to a different

territory. Current technology can be used to stay connected.
o The private provider roles have not been discussed at this time, but do require further discussion.

Section V Addressins Safetv Issues in Developmentally Aporonriate Manner
o In regards to overall safety for the young adults, the IC will use a skills assessment to determine

areas ofneeds or successes.
o Quality training should be provided for the IC so they can better understand the thought process

and choices ofyoung adults and be better equipped to work through the pros and cons ofthe
young adult's decisions.

o IC will be mandatory reporters to the hotline if there are safety issues with the children of the
young adults in the program. The IC should not have to implement the structured decision
making safety assessment with the young adults as this may damage the IC and young adult
relationship.

o 24 hour on call support from and IC should be available to the young adult in time of crisis.
o The IC will discuss job related safety concerns with the young adult, but will not report those

concerns to law enforcement.
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Correction to VB2. Change the first sentence to read: If an IC is alerted b an unsafe or
unethical working condition, the role of the IC is to educate, support and plan, and leave the
deckion making to the young adult.
VBI bullet 3 should be changed to a stand- alone recommendation VB4 to read: IC should only
involve law enforcemcnt if there is imminent risk.

Section YI DHHS Case Manasement Practice for the YAVSS Prosram
o There should be a team instead of a family team that's directed by the young adult and titled

Independence Plan Team that would gather together with the young adult to decide who would be

on that Independence Plan team to guide the young adult with specific issues.
o After further discussion, the group decided to modifr the 4th sentence in VI-A to read: The

purpose of these meetings is to get everyone of the same page, bring together all existing plans
and access where the young adult is on the goals. The rest of the paragraph stand as is.

o The group was asked to give more detail on an evidence base model that is developmentally
appropriate. The group submitted the Transition to Independence (TIP) model that is specifically
geared towards young adults. Trauma-Informed Care and well as Harm Reduction could be

incorporated.
o Model identification, curriculum development, and implementation steps should be conducted

2014. Full model implementation should occur Jan. 2015.
o An interim training curriculum for IC should be available until an evidence based model is

selected and implemented.
o DHHS should explore using System of Care grant funds for the cost of training.
. VI-D add... the service list is attached at the end of these recommcndatiozs ...so no one has to

search for the previously submitted ones.

Section VII Housine Options
o YII -B sentence 3, change beginning of sentence to read: If unsafe housing, instead of if

inappropriate. The rest ofthe paragraph stands as is.
. Doug motioned, Jenny seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.

CASE OVERSIGHT
Presenter: Sarah Helvey
Please refer to recommendations as Sarah read through the recommendations. There was no group discussion or
comments to add.

Section I Case Reviews
o [f a young adult opts not to attend a 6 month review, they can share their information by using the

modified version of the youth questionnaire.

Section II Permanency Hearings
o Added section D and E to the recommendations.

Section III Notifoins Youne Adults of Risht to Request Attorney and Hearins
o A & B of this section are new recommendations and should be highlighted yellow

Section IV Meaninsful Participation of Youns Adults
o Added sections C, D, E and deleted Section F.
. Mary motioned, Doug seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.

a

a
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FISCAL MONITORING ISSTIES AND STATE FUI\DED GUARDIANSHIP
Presenter: Jennifer Skala, Shannon Jo Hamilton

o Jennifer stated to the group that she will review the highlighted additions only as they are
recommendations that are built upon the previously approved recommendations.

o Jennifer read recommendations A, E, I, J, K, L, and Ml.
o To fully fund all the state extended guardianships over I million dollars are needed. To date,

$4,000.00 is appropriated. Hence the reason for seeking more public/private partnerships.
o The average subsidy for guardianship is $530.
. Mary motioned, Doug seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.

EVALUATION AI\D DATA COLLECTION
Presenter: Amy West

Section I Evaluation Tool
o Prior to finalization of the survey, the group recommends it be piloted with Project Everlast.
o The group recommends that public/private partnerships be explored to allow a contract with an

independent external evaluator to be responsible for the following:
l) outreach and collection ofsurveys
2) initial analysis of collected data
3) assist the Advisory Committee in meeting reporting requirements
4) provide the Advisory Committee with a more comprehensive evaluation report by Dec.

2015.
5) collect exit surveys

o I-D add as the last sentence in this section to read: If necessary comply with ony regulations to
protect information for research porticipation.

Section II Fiscal Accountabili8
o DHHS track all expenditures and provide quarterly reports detailing itemized program costs

including training, travel, materials.

Section III Trackins Sunnortive Services
o III-C should read: We recommend that the Foster Core Review Ollice (FCRO) reviewJilesfor

young adults in the *tended program to track service provision as they are mondated to do for
children and youth infoster care. The rotionalefor this is that the FCRO already has that
capacity and the necessary information systems in place, re-training would not be necessary,
and this would be consistent with their curuent practice.

Section IV Youne Adult Satisfaction
o The independent external agency should collect exit surveys from the young adults. Offer $10 gift

card incentive. If survey not returned in 3 weeks, follow up with the young adult via phone, mail,
or internet.

Section V Public/Private Partnership
o Estimated cost for the independent external evaluator is approximately $42,000.00 for two years

of implementation: $32,000.00 for survey collection and $10,000.00 for evaluator and analysis
costs.

OUTREACH, MARKETING, AN[I) COMMI'NICATIONS
Presenter: Mary Gulick
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o Mary summarized all the recommendations of this section.
o The group decided to make a change in Section V-O #3 to read:

60-minute program launch trainings in all service are(N providing detailed, program specific
information and materials to service providers, including human services, organizations, and
community partners. Contentfor these trainings...etc....for atotal of I trainings.

. Mary motioned to approve, Sarah Helvey seconded, roll call vote, motion carried.

ADJOTIRNMENT
. Mary motioned, Doug seconded - meeting adjourned at 4:33pm.



This bill does four primary things:

1. LB 853 updates statutory language to reflect the new title of the program

. Replaces "extended services program" with "Bridge to lndependence program" and updates the new
caseworker title to "lndependence Coordinator" (both of these name changes were recommended by the
Advisory Committee with input from young people)

2. LB 853 provides guidance on how to implement the requirements of the program so DHHS is better able to
serve young people

r Provides additional guidance on what lndependence Coordinators should work on with young people

o Ensures young adults are regularly informed about their right to an attorney and to request additional court
hearings as needed

. Ensures all young adults leaving the program receive information about community resources that may be of
assistance to them

. Requires that lndependence Coordinators help young adults prepare for their annual permanency review
hearings and 6-month case reviews

. Specifies that supervisors of lndependence Coordinators should also have specialized training in providing
transition services and support to young adults

r Encourages the active participation of young adults in the 6-month case reviews

3. LB 853 also clarifies juvenile court jurisdiction and process

. Provides reference to the juvenile court's jurisdiction in existing statute

. Specifies that the document DHHS is required to file with the juvenile court be a petition (instead of a report)
and that a record be made of the permanency review hearings

. Expedites permanency review hearings

. Offers clarification on the juvenile court's authority to review the legal rights and entitlements of young adults
under this Act

4. LB 853 makes some technical changes

. Removes an incorrect federal reference

o Eliminates an inadvertent statutory inconsistency to permit extended guardianship subsidies beyond age 19 as
intended by LB 216

. Changes existing statute to reflect that the new Bridge to lndependence program incorporates the Former
Ward program

Created January 2014
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Dec.2013: DHHS hearing

on rules and regulations to

carry out the Act

Ensuring a smooth implementation of the Young Adult
Voluntary Services and Support Act

The Young Adult Voluntary Services and Support Act (LB 216) was passed in

the 2013 Legislative session to create an age-appropriate, youth-focused, and
voluntary program of services and support to21 for young people who age out of
foster care. This program has since been titled "Bridge to lndependence."

LB 853, introduced by Senator Amanda McGill, will strengthen the original bill,
allow for a smoother implementation, and provide clarity on specific aspects of
the Bridge to lndependence program. These minor - but necessary - changes will
make the program work best for young people.

Current Status

We are currently waiting for the federal government to approve DHHS's state plan

amendment authorizing federal matching f unds for the program. This approval
could come any day now, and the program would then begin within 60 days.
LB 853 needs to move forward so the program will be ready for a smooth
implementation.

LB 853 is the next step toward implementation

The Young Adult Voluntary Services and Support Act created an Advisory
Committee to make initial recommendations regarding implementation of the
program and to provide ongoing oversight.

The Advisory Committee, involving a wide variety of professionals and
stakeholders, including representatives from DHHS, began meeting in July 2013

and has accomplished a great deal of work since.

Two rounds of recommendations created by the Advisory Committee have

been accepted by the Children's Commission and submitted to DHHS, the
HHS Committee of the Legislature, and the Governor. The majority of these
recommendations do not require legislation, but some were recommended as
statutory changes. A few other necessary corrections were also identified through
this collaborative process.

The Bridge to Independence program is a proven program that will help remove
barriers for young people with experience in Nebraska's foster care system. LB 853
is necessary so that the Bridge to lndependence program is implemented in the
best way possible for these young adults.,4I O STREET. SUITE 920

LINCOLN, NE 68508

I 402.438.8853
F 402.438.0263

NETIPLEgEED"OBO
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Independence
Department of Health and Humah Servjces

Bridge to

Where We Are Today...

. The Regulations were approved by the
Attorney General's Office and submitted to
the Governor's Office.

. Department Policy and Procedure has

been developed.
. We have submitted to the Federal

Government the Amended Title lV-E State
Plan, the Regulations, the Policy and

Procedure along with LB 853.

. Since January of this year young adults who have aged

out and would be eligible for the Bridge Program have

been receiving support from Private sources coordinated
by NCFF.

. 13 young adults receiving support as of March 31$, 2014

. Receivint 5354.00

GAP Services

L
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Cnrnrnr rnicefinn ^R Trrncifinn

. Based on the YAVSS recommendations, the Department will
be reaching out to former mrd young adults and young adults
ages 19-21 that are eligible for the program.

. D:reding them to community resources.

. lnformingthem ofthe Bridge to lndependence Program.

" Assessingeach young adult'sinterest in the Bridge to lndepehdence
prosram.

' Obtaining updated aonud informationforyolng adult.
. Reviewin8 My life BindeE.

Staffingfor Bridge to
Independence

. We have hired two lndependence Coordinator Supervisors.

. We have filled six lndependence Coordinator positions.

" lndependence Coordinator will wo* with young adults
statewide.

. Specialized case loads (working solely with young adults in the
Bridge Progmm) will be best practice.

Trainine

2
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. The tEining addresses the Bridge to lndependence process
and service coordination steps when working with young
adults between 19 and 21 years ofage.

. 5 dayclassroomtEining- includingyoung adultsand
stakeholders

. Field Training exercises
. Learning about community resources

. Case management will focus on the following areas:
. compassion
. Str.ngths
. Needs
. culturecompetenq
. commsnity Based
. Connedions
. PrcmotirS self-suffi cienry
. Fl€xibility

Training

! url--rk
tL#s

OngoingTraining
. continued ln-Service subjects:

Suicide Prevention

SexTEfficking

Domestic Violence

Developmental Disabilities

Mental Health seruices

Ongoing Support for
Independence Coordinators

. weekly Statewide conference calls.

. Weekly staffing with supervisors.

. Weekly group superuisions with team members.

. Monthly statewide meetings.

. Mandatory Consultation Points.

W

3
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The Oepartment will be providing ongoing t6ining to the
following:
. Chlld and Family Seryice Speclalists
. Family Pemanency Specialids with NFC

' Foster CaE Atencies

' Grcup Homes
. Shelte6
. Community Stakeholders

Lunch n Learns will also be available in the future to spread the
word about the Bridge to lndependence ProgEm,

Ononino Trainino

Development
Program

Transition Planning
. The Department will provide annual prognm brochures to

state wards which provide an overview ofthe program,

services, and benefits.
. lndependence CoordinatoE will be introduced to young adults

up to 6 months prior to their 19th birthday in order to start
building a positive relationship.

. The lndependence Coordinator will then provide an official
written notice about the Bridge to lndependence progEm to
the young adult 90 days b€fore the youth's final court hearing.

4
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Callingthe Nebraska Adult and Child Abuse and Negled Hotline at 1-800,

ConUdinS a previous Child and FamilySeruice Specialii or Family

Application Process

652-1999.

Perma n ency Specia list .

Applythrough an electronic appli€tion on
hfr p://bridtetoindependence.ne.gov

Initial Screening through Central Office

Juvenile coun adjudiction in an abuse/neSled 6se under Nebraske
Sratute 43-247 3(a)

Citizenship/laMul presence in the United SEtes
Aaed 19 up to 21 Fa6 old

ln an out of home placement upon turning 19 yea6 old OR dischargedto
rrrvEPE.rucrir LrvnrB

lfthe young adults meets the above criteria, he or she will be
assigned to an lndependence Cooadinato[

Initial Contact with Young Adult

. Will occur within 5 days ofassitnment.

. lndependence Coordinator will review the information packet

with young adult.

6t ol ,.qukd &um.nB c4d to &r.16* .lubitq;
6. &6 Ou.rtb@r.;
an6rDbn on b* b ..q06r .n .nore, GA, .nd .oun h.iry
hbmrhl Ebt rhr rh ,D*e,
t$ob ol pD@ dt6iiry oqutr mna;
teh6n ot butl{ ,r.q.h..E .nd ..quk.nen8;
tehrM oltuhlunhry t*6 -dslpFn &6@nr;
ln&tsdtu. @.doror wll rl rh puB .&h to <ohFr. & xwD iuq
bou.6 eb& in tu commutv

5
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Participation Eligibility

. $.ond.tu Edu.r'on-MBl bev.rild s.nrolted.l lesl p.n time(5credtr houE) ma

ii6iiiE-i6iFrr-a}r.r schoor diprom. o, rh. equN.lerr.
. HEh.r Educn'o. o. Pcrg.ond.BVocdon.lr.Shn'c.lSchd- Musr be.r'oll.d.nd

@Fmsci

€mpbym.d-Verlfred.mPloyment.tle.st& houEe..h month

PDtrm to pEmotc orrcmva barlaEto amploymdt
. AdNnBrh.r md.you$.duhlil:rdoh.'n'qemdqmil btedonlhetsrrengh.nd

nF4. MBt o.nED.l. '. 
rh6..dtohiB d ledl S hu6 Fr mdh Dq Gn & do.e

tnd.4.denrh h th. vounr.duh, wthrhe lndepehd..e (@rd'n.lor or 4 pan d.n
o,o'nna orcinin. H;wd;,, tEe advn'6 m6t h able ro be v.dd hr the
lnd.Fnd.n.e coordhdoi

Irhevoud.dut I !..delo Fntide in.ry dth..dNn6 dscdH in 1'3.b@ dueto
. oh6;.lo-r med.l [..tr (o'dirioil, lhey mry r{t.rn 

'h 
rk B"deeto hdeFndeflce

i;;m. at.e6d h..thd meil.th..frhd.eff.dhrod m6t verttY'n*d'4rh, lhry
.re-on.bh toFnt'Fled@ lorhe prEk.l or md.l h.ahh (odn'o..

.htubn nd. b b obl.d pd.. b drrha 6. bhq $tu .nd tuFn

lnep.blcol hftkiFtbn

Eduotlon

Verifi cation of Program Eligibility

k r$lF,sffir}G:: tr

l-Pstua"

. Licensed Foster Family;

' Single or shared residence such as an apartment or a house;

. College dormitory or other post-ssondary education housing;

. Emergencyshelter;

. Parental home;

. Transitional Living Program;

. lnstitutions - Must be on o voluntory bosis ond not due to q

cou tt-o rd ered co m m itme nt;
. Licensed Foster Care Facility;

. Host Home- o settng in which o young odult resides in o home
ol on odult or lomily (who moy or moy not be reloted to the
younq odult).

Housing Options

6
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Voluntary Services and Support Agreement

The VSSA does not become final until both the young adult
and lndependence Coordinator sign the agreement.

The Department is responsible for the following:
. Placement and Care Esponsibilities.
. Case manaSement rcsponsibilities.
. Ensuring the foster caE payment is implemented.
. Ensure court case is darted.

. Petition must be filed to the Juvenile court with 45 days of
signing the Voluntary Services and Support Agreement.
. lndependence Coordinator with supply DHHS legal with the

iollowing:
, Copyof VoluntarySedices and Suppon A8reement
.lnitialDateofSeryice

' Affidavh to suppod Be$ lntered
, TEhsitional LivinS Plan

Copyofmod recent juvenile coun order

Case Oversight

. lndependence coordinator will notify the young adult 60 days

prior to the case review and permanency hearing.

. Young adult has the right to request an attorney.

. Young adult has the right to request a case review or a
hearing at anytime.

. Young adult has the right to attend the permanency hearing or
case review.

. Young adult has the opportunity to fill out the youth
questionnaire and send to court.

Court Process

7
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The court has the jurisdiction to review the agreement signed
by the Department of Health and Human Seruices and the
young adult and to conduct permanency reviews.
. The court shall determine whether the Bridge To lndependence

ProgEm is pbvidint the apprcpriate seruices and support.
. lf the court believes that the young aduh requires additional

scruices and support to achieve their toalsthe court may make
appropriate findinSs or order the Department to take action to
ensure that the younS adult receives the identified *ruices and
sUpport.

Cou-rt Process

. Permanency Hearing is required annually.
. lndependence Coordinatorwill submita coud report and the

TBnsitional Livin8 Plan.
. Yount aduit has the right to agEe or disagree with the contents

ofthe court report,
. The Court report will contain the following:

. Erplanation of "Befr lntere$";
Suhmary of protEm eligibility;

. Reasonable efrorts to achiwe permanency;

. Seruices and Suppod p@ided;

. Description of theyouneaduh'ssaIety, perhanency, andwell-being
' Young adult's livint arraneement.

Court Process

. Conducted by the Foster Care Review Office.
. Will occureverylS0days.
. Process is still being developed in collabontion with the Foster

Cac Review Office.

Case Review

8
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Extended Adoption & Federal
Guardianship Assistance

Eligibility
. Young peopie who, at age 16+

. Were adopted (and whose parents were receiving adoplion
assistance),or

' Entered into a guardianship with a licensed reletive (and had a

guardianship agreement), and

Meet same requirementr/work eliSibilft y requirements-

services:
, Medicaid Cover.ge
. Enended guardianship/adoption subsidies

State Extended Guardianship
Assistance Program

Eligibility
. Yount people whqat age 15+:

Entered into a EUardianship atag€ 16 that was NOTa state
guardianshipaSrcement with a lic€nsed relative, and

. Meet sameeducation/workeligibility requirements.

Services:

' Enended guardianship subsidies (no Medicaid), to the efent
possible with si$ingfunds.

Services Provided to YoungAdult

. Medical Coverage based on Medicaid
eligibility

. Case Management

. Monthly Maintenance Payment to provide
housing support for the following options:
. Foster family home
. Supervised lndependent Living setting (e.g.

single/shared apartments, houses, host
homes, college dorms, etc.)

. An institution or foster care facility, if
necessary due to developmental level or
medical condition

9
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Torrn i n rli nrr nf Qarr ri r-acvlr vl Jvt v luvJ

30 dav srace period
. lndependence Coordinatorwill be meetinEwith the youhgadult

as much as the young adult wants during this period.

Termination Letter
. Sent to the young adult following the tEce period.

. Young adult has the right to the appeal process.

rallu.. to mc.t protram.llSlblilly
lnapprcpri.t. nousing

Failurc to mlet v!rifi dtion requirem.nE

Grace Period Visual

Youth Terminates Pro gram

10
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Re-engagement of Young Adult
The lndependence Coordinator will mail re-engagement
letters to the young adults who have left the program,
voluntarily or involuntarily, on a quarterly basis.

The lndependence Coordinator will also be engaging with
community providers to encourage participation in the Bridge
to lndependence Program.

Data Collection

. National Youth Transitional Data
(NYTD) Survey

. Exit Survey

. Foster Care Review Office

Data Collection
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Bridge To Independence Website

. YOU CAN COI{TACT US VIA OUR WEESITE:

HTTP://BRIDGETOINDEPENDENCE.NE.GoV

The following items will be located on the website;
" Applietlon
. CommunilyResour@s
. Yqmhquestlonnalre
- Linkstootheruielulwebsites

ThG w.bdtc i5 .tlll io delopmcnt

Contact Information
. DEAI{NABRAXHAGEe'{EBRASXAGOVT i{,2.471-9331

. PROGRAMSPEOAUST

MEAGANN.SCHWE]TZERENEBRASI(AGOV: iO2.57G7598 AND

DOU G. PETE R5@NEBRASr.A.6(nr: 402{6G8591
. BRIDGE TO INDEPE'{DENCE SUPERVISORS

We look toNdtd to spedklng wlth you obout thls grcot
opportunwl
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